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Where God’s Love Touches People! 

Good Day! 
 

Diane and I sure have missed seeing you face-to-face!  We are so grateful for those who have 
connected with us and been faithful during this unprecedented time of crisis. 
 

Because of the faithfulness of God’s people, offerings have been strong and we’ve taken          
advantage of this time, as the church has been vacant, to do some needed repairs and updates.  
(Some of those updates are still in process.)  In addition, our missionaries at home and abroad 
are thankful for your continued support.  We are most grateful to God and our church family! 
 

I was particularly pleased to hear that the President of the United States has deemed churches 
as “essential” and said that Governors must allow churches to open.  Of course, the Word       
declares that the church has always been “essential.”  Jesus Himself, in Matthew 16:18 tells us, 
“I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”  
  

The primary purpose of this letter is to let you know that we plan to reopen our church this 
Sunday, June 7.  Notice, I didn’t say “have church” because we have never stopped “having 
church.”  We just could not physically gather together.  Perhaps you have noticed that the news 
and CDC directives are updated quite often.  That has required that we be flexible and 
thoughtful in our planning and our church board and staff want to make sure that we’re taking 
all the right steps to ensure the safety of all while we worship together.  Although this Sunday is 
typically Communion Sunday, we WILL NOT be serving communion during our morning service. 
 

Again, our plan is to open THIS SUNDAY, JUNE 7th with a 9am and 11am service.  Our given 
guidelines have suggested that we encourage our senior adults (65+) and those who are         
vulnerable to attend the earlier 9am service and that is our desire as well. The church will be at 
its cleanest for the first service.  However, there will be an extra measure of cleaning taking 
place between services as well.  We also ask that should you not feel well or have symptoms of 
the COVID 19 virus that you not attend church just yet and enjoy our service online. 
 

As anxious as we are to gather together once again, we want to make note of several things    
related to our reopening:  
 

 We want you to worship with us as you feel ready. Please prayerfully consider when that is 
right for you, based on your individual health and concerns. 
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 We will only be using the front ramp and front door for entrance to the church. The back   

entrance will not be accessible. We will have extra ushers available to assist and to provide 
direction.   

 Cleaning and sanitation measures have been ramped-up over the last couple of weeks and 
that will continue for the foreseeable future.  

 Hand sanitizer will be available for your use, and we are encouraging you to utilize it freely. 
 The use of masks is strongly encouraged. Please bring one, however, we will have a limited 

supply available if you need one.  
 Please be mindful of social distancing requirements and avoid close physical contact. No hugs 

or handshakes. (We are suggesting elbow or fist bumps.)   
 We ask that you not linger in our church foyer so that people can move freely coming to or 

from service in the sanctuary.  
 There will be no nursery attendants, children’s church or Sunday school.   
 Seating will be limited to every other row in the sanctuary. Please sit with your families to 

maximize the available space.  It is recommended that we leave two seats between families.  
 An offering container will be available at the back of the church for your tithes and offerings. 

No regular offering will be taken during service.  
 We do intend on streaming the service at 11 this Sunday; however, we ask for your patience 

as we are still waiting for some equipment to arrive. 
 The church water fountain will not be available.  Should you need water for your time at 

church, please bring your own from home.   
 Our intent is to continue to meet in person for worship on Sunday mornings.  However, we 

will revisit Sunday evening and Wednesday services in the coming weeks. 
 

Our gatherings could feel “distant” under these strict “social distancing” guidelines.  Would you 
join me in prayer that we will be overwhelmed by the joy of being reunited together? 
  

Be encouraged by the words of the Apostle Paul: “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, to Him be 
glory in the church of Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever.  Amen.”  (Ephesians 3:20-
21 NKJV) 
 

Trust we’ll see you soon! 
 
        God Bless! 
 
 
        Pastor Jim Lloyd 
 
         


